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Welcome to the UK Hand Knitting Association!

Knit 1 Pass It On - Information for Volunteers at Craft Shows
Knit 1 Pass It On is a national initiative promoted by the Crafts Council in partnership with the UK Hand Knitting Association. The aim of Knit 1 Pass It On is to encourage all UK knitters to pass on their skills so that they are not lost to future generations. Hook 1 Pass It On has now been incorporated into the campaign to encourage people to pass on their crochet skills too.  

Craft Shows

The UK Hand Knitting Association has a Knit 1 Pass It On stand at 10 national craft shows which take place across the UK between February and November each year.  For dates and times of the shows please visit http://www.ukhandknitting.com/data/volunteers.htm
Our stands are supported by volunteers who generously give their time and skills to show visitors how to knit or crochet.   

What’s in it for me as a volunteer at one of the craft shows? 

Volunteering at a show is an opportunity for you to:

· pass on your knitting and/or crochet skills. (You don’t have to be an expert!)

· meet new people.
· enjoy a rewarding day!

We are looking for volunteers who:
· can communicate their enthusiasm and passion for their craft,
· like meeting and mixing with like-minded people,
· and are keen to encourage newcomers to take up yarn crafts.
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Being a volunteer at a craft show is also an opportunity for you to promote your local groups, knitting/crochet events and yarn shops. Please visit our website for more details.
What other people have said about being a volunteer

· It was my pleasure to help out and I will definitely be volunteering again at some point.

· Volunteering was very good fun and I’d certainly do it again.
· Thank you so much!  I really enjoyed taking part.  I’d certainly be happy to volunteer again.

· I really enjoyed my helping role, although I think I learned more than I taught.
Have a look on our website to read more comments from volunteers and also visitors who have been shown how to knit or crochet.
How do I become a volunteer?

· Download and complete the Volunteer Registration Form at http://www.ukhandknitting.com/data/volunteers.htm (you only need to do this once rather than every time you volunteer at a show).

· Email us at knitting@dfbrin.co.uk if you’d like further information about volunteering.
What to expect before a show

· After you’ve sent us your registration form, we will confirm your availability with you.
· A few days before the show we will send you:
· a final rota with details of all volunteer slots,
· details of where to report and where to obtain an exhibitor’s pass for the day,
· and contact details for the volunteer organiser.
On arrival at the show

· Report to the volunteer coordinator on the Knit 1 Pass It On Stand.  The coordinator will welcome you, give you a name badge, and explain what to do.  

· If you are unable to make it or delayed for any reason, please let the volunteer coordinator know as soon as possible.  This enables the organiser to adjust the rota so that there is always someone there to respond to visitors’ enquiries.

Your role on the stand

· Pass on your knitting and/or crochet skills. This could be one-to-one or in small groups. 
· Tell people about the UK Hand Knitting Association.
· All materials – needles, hooks and yarn – are provided free.  If you would prefer to bring along your own knitting or crochet, that’s fine too!

· The coordinator will be there for the whole day to support you and answer any queries you may have.

· Please inform the coordinator when you’ve finished volunteering for the day.
After the show

· We encourage feedback on your experience as a volunteer, and value any suggestions you may have.
Other volunteering opportunities

Craft Club links up skilled volunteers with children in schools to get them interested in basic crafts such as knitting and crochet.  The initiative has recently been extended to other venues such as museums, libraries and art centres, connecting local communities across all age groups. For further information about this exciting initiative please go to www.craftclub.org.uk
Thank you for your interest in being a volunteer with the UK Hand Knitting Association.  We look forward to meeting you!
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